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businesses and customers around the clock,
7 days a week, the Web provides even the
smallest companies with the opportunity to
do business on a global scale. We are about
to enter a new and unprecedented era in
world trade, and America’s businesses, work-
ers, and consumers are poised to embrace
this opportunity and continue our leadership
of the world economy.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 16 through
May 22, 1999, as World Trade Week. I invite
the people of the United States to observe
this week with events, trade shows, and edu-
cational programs that celebrate the benefits
of international trade to our economy.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:25 a.m., May 18, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 19.

Proclamation 7197—National
Defense Transportation Day and
National Transportation Week, 1999
May 17, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Throughout America’s history, our trans-

portation system has played a profound role
in the security and development of our Na-
tion. As early as the Revolutionary War,
America’s merchant marine carried cargo to
help defend our national interests and up-
hold our democratic ideals. In the 1800’s, as
many Americans migrated westward, new
roads and canals facilitated travel and trade,
helping to unify our young country and to
bolster our growing economy. And in the

20th century, few innovations have had the
same far-reaching effect on our society as the
airplane—now a critical part of our national
defense and our robust economy.

Representing 11 percent of the U.S. econ-
omy and related to one in every seven Amer-
ican jobs, today’s transportation industry con-
tinues to grow and thrive. Millions of Ameri-
cans rely on its readiness for business and
leisure travel. And we can be pleased by the
improved safety of our transportation system.
In 1998, the rate of traffic fatalities in Amer-
ica fell to its lowest level since record-keep-
ing began in 1966. Last year also marked a
milestone in aviation safety when, for the first
time in our history, there were no reported
passenger fatalities on scheduled U.S. air car-
riers.

Securing the continued strength and safety
of our transportation system is among my
highest priorities as President. My Adminis-
tration has acted aggressively to improve the
security of our rail system, and, by initiating
a new program to encourage Americans to
buckle their seat belts, we are working to im-
prove the safety of vehicular travel. As we
face the challenges of a new century, we
must build on these achievements to ensure
that our transportation system remains the
finest in the world.

Last year, I was proud to sign into law the
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Cen-
tury (TEA–21), the largest public works legis-
lation in our Nation’s history. TEA–21 invests
$198 billion in our transportation infrastruc-
ture. The Livable Communities for the 21st
Century Initiative represents another inte-
gral part of our transportation strategy for
the coming century, providing communities
with tools and resources to ease traffic con-
gestion, preserve green space, and pursue
wise regional growth strategies. These com-
prehensive programs will help communities
across America create a higher quality of liv-
ing and secure sustainable economic growth
as we work to forge more livable commu-
nities for ourselves and for the next genera-
tion of Americans.

In recognition of the ongoing contribu-
tions of our Nation’s transportation system
and in honor of the devoted professionals
who work to sustain its tradition of excel-
lence, the United States Congress, by joint
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resolution approved May 16, 1957 (36 U.S.C.
120), has designated the third Friday in May
of each year as ‘‘National Defense Transpor-
tation Day’’ and, by joint resolution approved
May 14, 1962 (36 U.S.C. 133), declared that
the week in which that Friday falls be des-
ignated ‘‘National Transportation Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Friday, May 21, 1999,
as National Defense Transportation Day and
May 16 through May 22, 1999, as National
Transportation Week. I urge all Americans
to observe these occasions with appropriate
ceremonies, programs, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:25 a.m., May 18, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 19.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
King Abdullah II of Jordan and an
Exchange With Reporters
May 18, 1999

President Clinton. Well, let me just begin
by saying how delighted I am to have His
Majesty here today. The United States values
our relationship with Jordan very much. We
hope to have a discussion about the oppor-
tunity and the obligation we have to continue
the peace process in the Middle East. I think
we’ve both talked to Prime Minister-elect
Barak about that.

And we are also very much committed to
Jordan’s economic renewal. And the supple-
mental appropriation bill now working its
way through the Congress has, among other
things, $100 million in support for Jordan,
and I believe it will pass in the next few days,
so I’m very encouraged by that.

And I’m delighted to have you here, Your
Majesty.

Israeli Election and Middle East Peace
Process

Q. What would be the first step, Mr. Presi-
dent, towards a renewal, a revival of the
peace process? Do you have anything in
mind, I mean, have you set any dates?

President Clinton. No. Well, we have to,
first of all, await the formation of a govern-
ment in Israel. They probably have only
known for a few hours what the distribution
of the vote is by parties, in terms of what
the composition of the Knesset will be. And
so I think General Barak is entitled to a few
days to put a government together.

Q. Why do you have so many hopes about
this? I mean, why are you suddenly encour-
aged?

President Clinton. Well, I think that,
clearly, the whole issue of the peace process
was an issue; and I think because of his mili-
tary service, the question of General Barak’s
devotion to the security of Israel is not in
question. But he has evidenced an intention
to continue the peace process. And if he’s
willing to do it, I think that we’re certainly
both willing to do it and we’re hopeful that
we’ll have a chance to do so.

Q. Mr. President, what can the United
States do to help further this peace process
at this point?

President Clinton. Well, we have an ac-
cord at Wye to implement and we have a
lot of work to do on the final status issues.
I think the roadmap is out there. And we’ll
do what we’ve always done. I’ve been work-
ing at this for 6 years, and I’m looking for-
ward to continuing. I’ll do what I have done
under all the previous leadership of Israel
and what we have worked very closely with
Jordan to do.

Jordanian Economy
Q. Mr. President, the U.S. and you, per-

sonally, have been very supportive to Jordan
in the past few months. What immediate
plans do you have now to help Jordan’s econ-
omy, in addition to the $100 million?

President Clinton. Well, that’s what—
we’re going to have a conversation about that.
I hope that Jordan can receive some relief
on its debt problem from other countries.
The United States has already done about
all we can on that; we’ve done quite a bit.


